
MINUTES OF .AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, californ1a 
september 17, 1945 

The C1ty Council of the City of TOrrance convened in an Ad
journed Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
california, on Friday, September 17, 1943, at 5:00 P.M. 

Mayor MoGuire oalled the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the roll; those answering present being 
Co.Unoilmen: Baboook, Cucoi, Hitohoook, Powell and McGuire. Absent: 
Counoilmen: None. 

Being an Adjourned Regular Meeting, the regular order of busi
ness was dispensed wi the 

WRITTEN COMMUNIC~IONS 

Clerk Bartlett read the written opinion prepared by the City 
A.ttorney, relative to the oonstruotion of. sidewalks at City expense 
abutting on private property. 

Atter go~ng into the legal aspects of the situation, the City 
Attorney summed up his Opinion as follows: 

"It is my opinion that the City has the legal power to layout, 
oonatruot and pay for Sidewalks within the City when such improvement 
is for the benefit of the City as a whole, and then only if the ex
penditure can come out of the ordinary annual income and revenue of 
the C1ty.-

The above legal opinion had been requested by the-COunoil on 
september 14th in oonnection with a request from the Doak Aircraft 
Company that the City aid in the construotion ot a sidewalk conneot
ing the walk in front ot.their property with the existing sidewalk 
to the north. 

A.ttorney MoCall further stated that it is not usual for a C1ty 
to build sidewalks abutting on private property, unless there w,s 
a sidewalk there previously. 

Engineer Jain advised that there had been a sidewalk for a-part 
of distance, whioh had become covered over with dirt, and was broken 
up by heavy equipment going over it. 

Counoilman CUoci said he thought the C1ty would be setting • 
dangerous precedent by dOing this work, and if it isn't a repair job 
it sllould not be done. 

Atter some further disoussion it was-suggested that the Council 
recess and a personal inspection made to determine the exact condi
tion which exists. 

Engineer Jain then brought up the matter of the extension to 
the sewer, whioh had been requested by the Doak Aircraft COmpany, 
and stated that he wouldn't recommeRd running any more six inch lines 
as a main lateral. He said he had taken the matter up with the DOH 
Aircraft Company and recommended that the City give them a permit to 
lay a four inch 11ne over City property to conneot to their present 
line. 

Councilman Hitchcock suggested that aotion on this matter be 
deferred until after the reoess and personal inspection. 

Engineer Jain advised that Southwest Homes, Inc., who are con
struoting homes on 203rd and 204th street, in the Shoestring strip, 
are having trouble getting sewage connection. He stated the Defense 
Plant Corporation sponsored this projeot with the understanding 



that they could connect into the old Hughes Mitchell 10· sewer line 
which parallels the 24~ sewer line construoted by the Defense Plant 
Oorporation, but that this line is now being used to its full eapac
ity so is not available to them. 

He said there .are two alternatives open to them; one, to go 
north and connect 1nto the 21- sewer owned by the Defense Plant Oor
poration, or to go west and oonnect into the 24- sewer line con
struct.ed by the Defense Plant COrporation and dedicated to the Oi ty 
of Torrance; the simplest and cheapest plan being the latter method, 
aue to the shorter distance. . 

Mr. ~ain said he adTised against contracting with any sub
divider or any other individual or corporation, exoept another City, 
for utilities suoh as this, whioh have an indefinite lite. He ad
vised the subdiv1ders to approach the 01ty of Los Angeles and se
'oure their approval to the draw1ng of a contraot between the two 
cities to. cover maintenanoe and operation of the combined sewer sys-
tem. . 

He stated, however, that there 1s a clause in the present con
tract between the City of Iforrance and the Defense Plant corporation 
whioh allows the two parties to the agreement to collect sewage only 
from territory within their present boundaries, which would preolude 
the C1:ty from going outside the City boundaries to colleot any sew
age. Inasmuoh as the City had insisted on a definite allocation 
01' se~ge oapaoity in the 24" se.er trunk line, and as the uses to 
which it may be put are unknown at the present time, he advised the 
C'tty to require thatthe1r allotment of sewage oapacity be inoreased 
to cover any additional amount 01' sewage whioh is to be handled. 

He said he had oontacted the County sanitation Department and 
asked them it they would take over the entire line, and they ad-
vi sed they wo·uld be glad to do so if the Defense Plant Corporation 
would turn the line over to them with oomplete oontrol of operation, 
maintenance and allooation of oapacity under tbe Jurisdiction ot the 
County sanitation District. This, he advised would probably not be 
aeeeptable to the Defense Plant COrporatlon. 

Mr. Jain further advised that he had written a letter to the 
Board of Public iJorks 01' the Clty at LOB Angeles, making the follow
ing reoommendations: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

'rhat the capaoity allooated to the City of Torranee
shall be increased by an amount sufficient to handle 
the sewage trom this subdi vi sion. 
That no .addltonal sewage w11l be allowed into this 
line without additional capaoity being granted to the 
City by the Detense Plant Corporation, or its successors 
to oover sema. 

'l'hat tbe Qui tcl.im and Agreement between the Defense 
Plant OorJOra tion and the City of Torraneebe amended 
to ·allow the City of Torrance to accept sewage into 
their portion of the line from territory outside the 
boundary lines of the C1 ty of TOrranoe. 
That a oontract agreement be enter6d into between the 
Ci ty ot LOs Angele s and the City 01' Torrance. providing 
for the maintensnoe by the C1ty of Los .Allgeles of all 
that portion of the sewer system lying with1n the City 
01' Los Angeles. 
That no additional sewage shall be permitted to be 
dumped into the .lateral oolleotion system lying withln 
the present boundaries of the Southwest Homes, Inc. area 
without an additional agreement between the City of Los 
Angeles and the City of Torranoe. 

Counoilman Hitohcook moved that the City Engineer be authorized 
to enter into negotiat10ns w1th the City of Los Angeles tor sewer 
servioe to tbe SOuthwest Homes, Ine. subdivision on 203rd and 204th 



ItJU 

streets in the Los Angeles Shoe string strip, with the stipulation 
that the increased sewage emptied into our lines be; allowed us by 
the Defense Plant Corporation, and in accordanoe with the conditions 
outlined in letter of september 17, ~943, from Engineer 3ain to the 
Board of Public Works 0'( the Ci ty of Los Angeles. Councilman Babcock 
seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

Engineer ~ain reoommended that the ~ity Yard be surfaced, as 
well as Huber street leading into it, as the busses were having dif
fioulty in getting in and out. 

C'ounoilman Hitohoock moved that the City Engineer be authorized 
to place a rook and 011 surfaoing on Huber street, between Torrance 
Blvd. and ·the City Yard; and also to surface the City Yard in front 
ot the Bus (;erage and out to the entrance. Counoilman Babcock seconded 
the motion, whioh was Carried by the tollowing roll eall vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Baboock, CUooi, Hi tchoock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 5:37 Counoilman Hitohcock moved that the Counoil reoess. for 
twenty minutes in order that the Counoilmen might go down on Abalone 
Avenue and personally investigate the condition of the sidewalk in 
the vioinity ot the Doak Aircraft Company; as well as to inspect the 
location ot the sewer extension requested by Boak Airoraft Compan;?, 
to oonnect with their new addition to their assembly building. COun
oilman Babcook seoonded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

- The Couno11 reconvened at 6:00 P.M. 

Counoilman Hi tehoook moved that the City Engineer be authorized 
to inform the Doak Airoratt COmpany the City will repair and replaoe 
the sidewalk and curb on the west side ot Abalone Avenue as far south 
as the curb now extends on the easterly Side, it and when the Doak 
Airo.ratt Company o.onstruots sidewalks, curbs and gutters in tront ot 
their property, and. in addition that necessary to conn8ct with the 
existing ourb and sidewalk to the north; the City to furnish. the 
supervision and to pay, when the job is oompleted, for that portion 
of the sidewalk and curb whioh is replaced and repaired. Counoil
man Powell seoonded the motion, Whioh was oarried by the tollowing 
roll call Tote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, CUooi, Hitohoook, 
Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchoock moved that the request of the Deak Air
craft Company, for the oonstruotion of 125 tt. ot 88wer line from 
their new building to the now existing trunk line, be d8nied, and 
that the City Engine8r be authorized to recommend to the Doak Air
craft qompan;r that they construct their own 4"' sewer line al.ong the 
City parkoy adjaoent to their buildings to connect with their pre
sent 0- connection near the south line of Lot 8; the City Engineer 
to issue a written permit to construct this line on City property. 
councilman Baboock seconded the mo-tion, which was carried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN:: Babcook, Cuoci, 
Hitohoook, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 6:10 P.M., on motion of C~uno1lman Hitchoock, seconded by 
COuncilman Baboook, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 


